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Accounting the environmental burden of Europe with 
a worldwide trans-boundary perspective  

 
Why this workshop ? 
 

� Clarifying expectations and objectives for assessing the 
environmental burdens of products, companies, sectors and 
countries  

� Presenting the state of the art in environmental accounting modeling 
possibilities (Life Cycle Analysis, MFA, IOA, Footprinting) & 
discussing future developments 

� Setting the first steps towards an integrated accounting framework 
for traded goods & services. 

 

The IMEA methodological framework considering the specificities of 
imported goods & services will be discussed. This framework is based on 
the following research questions : 
 

� Is a generic methodology  adequate to assess the large range of 
environmental issues related to trans-boundary exchanges ?  

 

� Can it be flexible enough to account for environmental specificities, 
the diversity of regions and of products ? 

 

� What is currently achievable with existing EAM (Environmental 
Accounting Methods) and datasets, alone or in combination ? 

 

� What are the methodological and data improvements required to get 
a consistent basket of methodologies: for a descriptive analysis of 
the current situation, forecasting and modelling ? 

 
 
 
 

Workshop preliminary schedule   

 

� Issues & illustration with key examples of environmental EU 
burdens (textile, bioethanol, food, imports from China) 

 

� Presentation of IMEA outcomes:  
 

• analytical assessment framework & criteria 
• potential of each EAM (LCA, environmental footprints, MFA,  

Environmental Extended IO) 
• strengths and drawbacks 
• recommendations on methods and data 

 
 
 

� Interactive session with stakeholders attendees (statistical 
offices, environmental agencies, researchers and environmental 
accounting specialists) 

 

 

9.00 – 12.30 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LUNCH 
 

14.00 – 17.00 
 

 


